
more about sustainabil-
ity, which is an important 
criterion for us because 
we don’t want the pro-
ject to be a ‘one and 
done/feel good’ project.  
Reviewing past projects, 
I can safely say that 
many hundreds of thou-
sands of people have 
been positively affected 
by the hard work of our 
winners in healthcare, 
education, environmen-
tal work and the law – 
and that many of those 
projects are still ongo-
ing. 
 
None of this would be 
possible without your 
very generous support 
for all these years, and 
for which I, the whole 
committee, AND our 
winners say a very big 
THANK YOU!  

 
 
 

Dear Generous Friends 
and Donors, 
 

The Samuel Hunting-
ton Public Service 
Award has now ‘come 
of age’! We have been 
making these awards 
to enterprising, caring 
young people for 32 
years. This past spring, 
as our committee read 
and pondered the ap-
plications, we were 
gratified to see that our 
applicants are seeking 
out prior winners to 
write their letters of 
recommendation. In 
addition, once we had 
made our decision and 
chosen the 2021 win-
ners, we could help 
them make connec-
tions to winners and 
projects from the past 
to learn from their ex-
perience, and use their 
wisdom and guidance. 
 
Speaking of the appli-
cations, some of you 
may not know how 
scrupulous and in-
depth our review pro-
cess is. Three of us 
read each one, which 
is comprised of a brief 
bio, the proposal, a 
budget, three letters of 
recommendation, and 
a transcript. We score 
them independently 
and then share the 

scores before recom-
mending about 12-15 
as semi-finalists. All 
these papers then go 
to the whole committee 
for review and analysis 
before a lengthy con-
versation and decision 
on six finalists to be 
interviewed – in person 
or on Zoom. We could 
not do all this without 
the devoted and dedi-
cated work of Amy 
Stacy, who has been 
with NEES and now 
National Grid for all of 
the 32 years of our ex-
istence – many thanks 
Amy!  
 
I mentioned Zoom in 
the prior paragraph, 
which is a logical out-
come of Covid and the 
restrictions imposed on 
travel and many social 
interactions. Each of 
last year’s winners has 
coped amazingly well 
with the restrictions, 
and used their ingenui-
ty to work within the 
rules! Our current ap-
plicants also ad-
dressed what Covid 
meant for their pro-
posals, and how they 
would address the po-
tential limitations. 
Zoom allows us to 
‘meet’ the finalists on 
the screen at least. We 
always want to know 

Jennifer Huntington 

Chair 
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Environmental Law and Stewardship in Kaua’i, Hawaii  

Update on Prior Award Winners  

Addison Luck’s project focuses on environmental improvements, education, and stewardship in Ka-
ua’i, Hawaii.  He has continued his focus on these central objectives, but has modified specific ac-
tivities to comply with Covid regulations.  Rather than in-person teaching, he created a free on-line 
education course titled “Project Ho’okama ‘aina,” which uses Indigenous knowledge and modern 
biology to better understand Hawaii’s marine life, lunar calendar, and climate change.  The course, 
which includes 43 lessons, two quizzes, three activities, and one rap video, has been sent to middle 
and high school teachers and local hotels throughout Hawaii.  He plans to host on-line workshops 
associated with the course.  He has also led a pod of eight and nine year olds on a week-long coral 
reef “camp,” worked on a software program to 
identify coral species, and helped develop and im-
plement a plan to rejuvenate a thirteen mile trail. 
 
He broadened and advanced his work on environ-
mental policies by expanding the area of concern 
from a single watershed to the entire Island of Ka-
ua’i, publishing an opinion piece in the local paper, 
discussing the issues on the radio, and adding to 
the Earth Law Center’s website.   
 
In short, the challenges of Covid required signifi-
cant changes to the specific activities that he 
planned when writing his proposal at Yale.  He re-
sponded creatively and successfully for the people 
and the environment on Kaua’i. 

During the past year, the Covid Virus has affected all of our projects.  One of the 2020 Winners, Ad-
dison Luck, adjusted his project and has gone forward successfully.  A second, Zariah Tolman, has 
expanded her project’s scope and extended her time schedule.  The third, Angela Frimpong, who 
proposed a junior high school and entrepreneurship program, called EntrepreYearn in Ghana, was 
delayed by several months because she could not return to her country as the result of the virus.  
She has now returned and her progress report will be included in a future newsletter. 
 
As we reported previously, one of our former winners, Surya Shahi (2018), ran into construction and 
funding delays on his project to build a school in Humla, Nepal.  He is now making good progress 
and we include his update here. 

Addison with some of the students at the reef “camp” 

 
 In Memoriam: Don F. Goodwin 

Don Goodwin, one of the original founders and long-term Treasurer of the Samu-
el Huntington Fund, passed away in January of 2021 of pancreatic cancer.  Don 
grew up in Rhode Island and graduated from Brown University.  He enlisted in 
the US Navy and ultimately retired from the US Naval Reserves as a Command-
er after 23 years of service.  He had a long and distinguished career with Nation-
al Grid’s predecessor company, New England Electric System.  He will be 
missed by everyone involved with the Fund, and many, many more.  You can 
read Don’s full obituary here:  https://www.vnews.com/don-goodwin-obit-vn-011921-38390289 

https://www.vnews.com/don-goodwin-obit-vn-011921-38390289


Sapura Dream Foundation School in Humla, Nepal 
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Covid was also a challenge in rural Montana, where Zariah Tolman, a graduate of Montana State, 
proposed to create public service opportunities for young people.  Her initial aim was to connect 
rural high school students with public service organizations, encouraging students to give back and 
strengthening local communities.  The pandemic and various technical issues associated with start-
ing her organization have delayed the start of the project.  In addition, Zariah has found that rural 
high school students are facing mental health challenges, and has decided to address those issues 
as well.  As she explains, “I learned of a great need for youth mental health programs, and I real-
ized the Positivity Outward 
could be a platform for both 
looking inward to navigate 
mental health challenges and 
looking outward through ser-
vice and connection.”  The pan-
demic, expanded scope, and 
technical difficulties has caused 
Zariah to believe that her initial 
objectives “may take much 
longer to reach,” but she is 
planning to spend the next sev-
eral years “growing Positivity 
Outward to its potential.” 

Positivity Outward in Montana 

Surya Shahi, graduate of Elon, won his award in 
2018 to build a primary and secondary school in his 
village in Humla, Nepal.  He ran into some serious 
issues with construction estimates and construction 
materials.  Construction did not begin until June of 
2020, and he has since found that the initial project 
estimate was way too low.  After the major earth-
quake in Nepal, he needed to reinforce the project 
design.  Because of a lack of roads, all the material 
for the school has to be flown in, and, as the result 
of the pandemic, both the cost of materials and 
flights have increased substantially.   

 
 
Nevertheless, Surya has pressed on and contin-
ues with the project.  He had proposed to begin 
with five rooms, but after receiving a major grant 
from the Japanese embassy, the project expand-
ed to include a community center.  He reports that 
construction is 50% complete.  He has also con-
tinued fund raising from other sources.  In short, 
he has made sufficient progress to justify the pay-
ment of the second half of his Public Service 
Award. 



THE  SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON  PUBLIC  SERVICE  AWARD  

P A G E   4  

www.samuelhuntingtonaward.org 

 

 

John Amoroso 
Larry & Lynette Bailey 
Anne V. Barker 
Marilyn Berlin 
Louise Bray 
Doug & Eliza Burden 
Eric and Christine Cody 
Dan & Judith Coquillette 
Todd Cronan 
George T. Deas 
Dennis Delafield 
John & Nancy Dickson 
William Dowd 
Angela Duckworth 
Bob & Debbie First 
Susan Fisher 
Sarah P. Fletcher 
Peter & Anne Flynn 
Ryan Flynn 
Douglas I. Foy 
Jonathan A. French 
Ron & Kathleen Gerwatowski 
Mina & Meredith Ghattas 
Tom & Peggy Gilbert 
Jocie & Fred Greenman 
Paul & Kathleen Hart 
Charles Hartshorne & Laurie Ellis 
Judy Haynes 
John & Peggy Heywood 
Matthew Hills 
Alfred & Patricia Houston 
David & Susanna Huntington 
Frank Huntington 
Jennifer Huntington 
Michael & Janet Jesanis 
Ralph Johanson, Jr. 
Rick & Louise Johnson 
Paul L. Joskow & Barbara Chasen 
John & Barbara Kaslow 
Don & Helen Knutzen 

Kent Koth & Ling Yeh 
Peter V. Lacouture 
Philip & Madeline Lacovara 
Cheryl LaFleur & Bill Kuncik 
Lance & Carol Liebman  
Jason Lynch 
Madden Team, LLC 
Robert & Susan McCabe 
Richard McLaughry 
William & Sue Morrill 
Carl & Judith Nielsen 
Jane O’Connor 
John Palmer 
Robert Palmeri 
Anthony & Sally Pini 
Charles Platt 
Kirk & Connie Ramsauer 
William S. Reardon 
Larry & Shannon Reilly 
James S. Robinson 
Chris & Judy Root 
Brian & Jeannie Rosenthal 
John W. & Jeanne M. Rowe 
Scott & Marcia Ryder 
George & Sue Sasdi 
Richard Sasdi 
Sandra Schleede 
Terry Schwennesen & Annie Britton 
Richard Sergel 
Emily Shamieh 
John & Barbara Sherman 
Carolyn & Dick Shohet 
Peter H. Smith 
Joel & Ruth Splansky 
Virginia Stanley 
Berit Steen 
Lucy & George Steers 
Joan & Steve Subrin 
Kate Thompson 
Rufin Van Bossuyt 

Marcy & Jeff Van Fossen 
Lee Warren 
Jack & Kristine Watkins 
Timothy Wirth 
Laura Zimmerman & Joe Shay 
 
In Memory of Don F. Goodwin 
 
Melissa Bryant & Merry Burke 
Jeannine Chenevert 
Patricia Christopher 
Christine Conroy 
Barbara H. Cooper 
Paul Cunningham 
John & Nancy Dickson 
Arthur W. Dimock 
Gretchen Fairweather 
Judith Fowler 
Susan & Paul Graseck 
Fred Greenman 
Trevor & Gail Holewinski 
Jennifer Huntington 
Karla & Richard Karash 
Elizabeth Knox 
Ebba McArt 
Robert & Judith McCarthy 
Jean & John McClellan 
Ronald Patten 
Bill & Marilyn Peirce 
Lee & Sylvia Pollock 
Cynthia Ransom 
Nancy & Bob Raskevitz 
Tom & Johanna Robinson 
Kathryn Stewart 
Emma Vaillancourt 
Lawrence & Lois White 
Gail Wild 
David & Carole Wood 
William Zeilman 

Thank you to our supporters! 

The Samuel Huntington Fund was established in 1989 and, thanks to you, has now granted 83 
Public Service Awards.  Please keep the Fund in mind as you consider your charitable giving.  
You can make a tax deductible contribution at any time by visiting our website 
(www.samuelhuntingtonaward.org,), our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/
SamuelHuntingtonFund/) or sending a check to:  The Samuel Huntington Fund, c/o Ms. Amy Sta-
cy, National Grid, 40 Sylvan Road, Waltham, MA  02451.  For your convenience, a pre-addressed 
envelope is enclosed with this newsletter.  Thank you for your consideration! 
 
A list of donors to the Fund over the past year follows: 


